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CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES. 



Song-fests, Choruses from surround- 
ing towns, eminent men present, pub- 
lishers, representatives of mechanical 
players, live subjects such as we, of 
the west, should be agitating, of Ju- 
venile Orchestra, Exterior Work for 
Credits, Community Singing, Stand- 
ardization of Methods, etc. 

I enclose a letter* in reply to mine 
on the subject of the Conference. 
Watch for us next year at Grand Ra- 
pids ! Colorado will be there ! 



Hamlin E. Cogswell, District of 
Columbia. 

Things are moving satisfactorily 
in Washington. When you stop to 
consider that this city is so tied up 
with special laws and nothing can 
be done outside of these, without a 
special act of Congress, every cent 
used must come through regular 
budget prepared a year ahead. And 
if a teacher's salary is raised or any 
special fund required not already 
provided for it requires a special 
act of Congress to make additions 
or changes. You can easily see that 
it takes longer to get things done 
than in other cities. 

However there is a fine spirit man- 
ifested by teachers and students. 

The new Central high school 
building just completed costing up- 
wards of 11,250,000, with one of the 
finest auditoriums, a fine organ, 
stage that it will seat a chorus of 600 
and more, and all other proportions 
on an equal scale, this will afford an 
opportunity to do some community 
work worth while. Regarding the 



music of the schools I can report 
progress in every direction, both in 
quality and scope. 

Outside of the schools I am pretty 
busy with the responsibility of di- 
recting a Community Symphony Or- 
chestra of 65, the Washington 
Oratorio Society, the oldest and lar- 
gest chorus in the city, and my 
church choir of 125 voices. 



*The letter tells of the formation, at 
Miss McCracken's suggestion, of a music 
section in the Western Division of the Col- 
orado Teachers' Association. Alberta Rog- 
ers of Gunnison is president of the new- 
section, Alma Rarrough, of Montrose, Sec- 
retary. 



FOR YOUR PATRIOTIC 
PROGRAM. 

This beautiful hymn to America by 
Katherine Lee Bates, which appears 
in our new Community Song Book, 
with the nmsic of th fine tune Ma- 
terna by S. A. Ward (O Mother dear, 
Jerusalem) will make a splendid 
number for your patriotic program 
or your national work of song celeb- 
tion in February. 

1. O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 

Above the fruited plain! 

America ! America ! 

God shed His grace on thee 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

2. O beautiful for pilgrim feet 
Whose stern, impassioned stress 

A thorough-fare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law! 

3. O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife, 

Who more than self their country lov'd, 

And mercy more than life! 

America ! America ! 

May God thy gold refine, 

Till all success be nobleness, 

And ev'ry gain divine! 

4. O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America ! America ! 

God shed His grace on thee 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 



